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Highly acclaimed British author Nigel Barley brings an important slice of Singapore history
vividly to life with this fast-paced, humorous work of historical fiction.

Rogue Raider
The tale of Captain Lauterbach and the Singapore Mutiny

SINGAPORE, 25 SEPTEMBER 2006 — Rogue Raider is a humorous fictionalised
history set during the First World War in Singapore, Indonesia and China, which centres
on a lovable rogue in the form of Captain Julius Lauterbach of the German Imperial Navy
and the ship that catapulted Lauterbach to accidental fame (and infamy), His Imperial
Majesty’s Emden.

“For Singapore, the most dramatic events of World War I were two interrelated incidents:
raids by the German cruiser Emden; and the Sepoy Mutiny of February 1915.” Singapore.
The Encyclopedia (Editions Didier Millet, Sept 2006) [see entry “World War I”’].

For every austere virtue of the Emden’s noble, ruthless and gentlemanly commander
Lieutenant-Commander Karl von Mueller, it seems Julius Lauterbach possessed the
corresponding vice. He was a beer-guzzling, cigar-smoking filcher, a braggart and, above
all, a survivor. A seasoned sailor, the “Flashmanesque” Lauterbach was familiar with
Asia, spoke many local languages and had more than one lady in every port of call.
He was made prize officer on the Emden, in charge of loot, and never was a person so
perfectly suited to his job.
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When the Emden was finally stopped by the Australian HMAS Sydney, Lauterbach found himself a German prisoner of war in
the old Tanglin barracks of Singapore. Through his bored fantasies however, he unwittingly triggered a mutiny by Muslim troops
of the British garrison, used the diversion to make his escape from Singapore and threw the whole course of the war in doubt.
During the Sepoy Mutiny, the British lost control of Singapore, its European inhabitants fled to the ships in the harbour and it
was only with the help of Japanese marines that the British Empire was saved.

Rogue Raider is split into three parts: the first follows Lauterbach’s adventures aboard the Emden, the second his incarceration
in Singapore and his triggering of the Singapore Mutiny, while the third part follows his flight from the British through Asia to
America and back to Germany.

Rogue Raider is fictionalised history but a true history that was deliberately suppressed by the British authorities of the time
as too embarrassing and dangerous to be known. Revealed here, it brings vividly to life the Southeast Asia of the period, its
sights, its sounds and its rich mix of people. And through it, Julius Lauterbach, an unwilling participant in the war, becomes an
accidental hero.

“A swashbuckling adventure story, full of bawdy, uproarious fun. Barley writes with verve and humour—settle back and enjoy
the journey.” Tash Aw, author of The Harmony Silk Factory

AUTHOR AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW
Please email Nigel Barley direct at: nigel.barley@virgin.net




About the Author

Nigel Barley is the author of ten books with Penguin, Time Warner and Little,Brown including In The Footsteps of Stamford
Raffles and White Rajah. He originally trained as an anthropologist and worked in West Africa, spending time with the Dowayo
people of North Cameroon. He survived to move to the Ethnography Department of the British Musem and it was in this
connection that he first travelled to Southeast Asia. After forrays into Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Japan and Burma, Barley
settled on Indonesia as his principal research interest and has worked on both the history and contemporary culture of that area.
After escaping from the museum, he is now a writer and broadcaster and divides his time between London and Indonesia.

About the Publisher

Monsoon Books is a Singapore-based independent publisher of fiction and narrative nonfiction (biographies and autobiographies,
memoirs, true crime, travellogues and literary journalism), with distribution throughout Asia, the United States, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand. We publish quality books from outstanding British, Irish, American, Singaporean, Malaysian, Australian and
NZ writers and we have several regional bestsellers to our name. Through sublicenses with our colleagues overseas, Monsoon’s
titles are translated into and published in various languages around the world. Under the direction of publisher Philip Tatham,
Monsoon Books offers an exciting, innovative and distinctive alternative to commercial publishing; our mission is to be unique:
to find new talent and put publishing in Asia at the heart of the literary world.
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